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|BEST IN BUSINESS|

Matt Addison

Leo Bergin

Three influential leaders at McDonald Carano
With nearly 135 years combined 

in leadership and law, the three 
most Influential Leaders in the 
annual Best in Business Contest 
are rooted deeply into the origin, 
growth and future of McDonald 
Carano LLP. 

Reno’s oldest homegrown law 
firm is marking more than 75 
years in operation and growth. Its 
continued influence across Neva-
da’s legal, business, and civic com-
munities can be traced through 
the careers of three of its leaders. 

Bob Armstrong, Matt Addi-
son, and Leo Bergin – each with 
decades of service at McDonald 
Carano – represent three dis-
tinct eras of the firm’s evolution, 
yet share a common thread of 
shaping its identity, expanding its 
reach, and strengthening its roots 

in Nevada.
Named the 

Most Influential 
Leader, Arm-
strong is marking 
his 45th year at 
McDonald Cara-
no. A third-gen-

Bob Armstrong    eration Nevadan  
with family roots 

going back to Virginia City’s 
Comstock Lode.

His early exposure to Nevada’s 

business community came from 
long drives across the state with 
his father, one of Nevada’s earli-
est certified public accountants. 
Those formative years laid the 
foundation for a legal career de-
fined by technical expertise and 
statewide impact.

After earning degrees from San-
ta Clara University, Georgetown 
University Law Center, and New 
York University School of Law, 
Armstrong joined the firm and 
steadily built what is today one 
of Nevada’s most highly regarded 
Trust & Estates practices. Since 
2017, Armstrong and McDonald 
Carano’s Trust & Estates Practice 
have received the highest Band 1 
ranking in The Chambers High 
Net Worth Guide, the prestigious 
global guide that evaluates the 
reputation, service and expertise 
of lawyers and law firms.

Armstrong is credited with 
helping to develop the legisla-
tive framework that positioned 
Nevada as a premier destination 
for trust situs and family trust 
companies. His portfolio includes 
major real estate and hotel-casino 
transactions, as well as represen-
tation of a prominent sports agen-
cy in high-profile football coach-
ing and management contracts.

But his influence extends 
beyond the practice of law. 

Armstrong has held leadership 
positions as Emeritus Trustee of 
the University of Nevada, Reno 
Foundation and Chair of its In-
vestment Committee; Co-Founder 
and Trustee Emeritus of the Com-
munity Foundation of Western 
Nevada; former Trustee and Past 
President of Catholic Communi-
ty Services of Northern Nevada; 
Director and Past President of 
the Athletic Association of the 
University of Nevada; and former 
Director and Past President of the 
Reno Philharmonic Association.

•••
Addison, a lifelong resident of 

Reno, joined McDonald Carano 
in 1989 as a first-year law clerk. 
He became an associate in 1991, 
partner in 1998 and Managing 
Partner of the Reno office in 2018. 

Addison also serves on the Mc-
Donald Carano’s 
Executive Com-
mittee, Artificial 
Intelligence Task 
Force, Marketing 
Committee, and 
Diversity, Equi-
ty & Inclusion 
Committee. He 
is also co-chair 

of McDonald Carano’s statewide 
Construction Law & Litigation 
Practice Group. His leadership in 
Nevada’s construction industry is 

underscored by four Lawyer of the 
Year awards in Construction Law 
and Construction Litigation for 
the Northern Nevada region from 
The Best Lawyers in America. 

His wide-ranging contributions 
and leadership commitments 
include serving on the Board of 
Trustees of the Economic De-
velopment Authority of Western 
Nevada and Board of Directors 
for the Washoe County Honorary 
Deputy Sheriffs’ Association. He 
is also an active supporter of the 
Nevada Military Support Alliance, 
Northern Nevada Children’s Can-
cer Foundation, Boys & Girls Club 
of Truckee Meadows, and Nevada 
Women’s Fund. His commitment 
to the community is reflected by 
McDonald Carano receiving its 
fourth consecutive recognition as 
the Most Philanthropic Company 
(with more than 30 employees) 
in Northern Nevada Business 
Weekly’s Best in Business Contest. 
This year also is Addison’s fourth 
consecutive recognition in the 
Influential Leader category, and 
McDonald Carano’s fourth con-
secutive recognition in the Law 
Firm category. 

•••
Bergin, who placed third in 

the Influential Leader catego-
ry, joined McDonald Carano in 
1970. In addition to his full-time 

law practice, Bergin served as 
the firm’s first Managing Partner, 
from 1972-2002. He is credited 
with establishing the financial, 
operational, and business plan-

ning foundation 
that is instrumen-
tal in the firm’s 
more than 75 
years of ongoing 
success. Bergin’s 
continuing lead-
ership at Mc-
Donald Carano 
includes serving 

on the Executive Committee and 
Marketing Committee. 

McDonald Carano has grown 
from four attorneys when Bergin 
joined to more than 60 attorneys 
and government affairs profes-
sionals working from offices in 
Reno, Las Vegas and Carson City. 

Bergin’s influential leadership 
in the legal profession extends 
beyond the borders of Nevada to 
reach around the world through 
his co-founding of Meritas in 
1990. Meritas is a pioneering 
global referral network of more 
than 170 vetted and certified law 
firms that help clients do busi-
ness in more than 90 countries. 
McDonald Carano is the only Ne-
vada firm in Meritas and Bergin 
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|BEST IN BUSINESS|
DeValliere, Reviglio and Besso voted ‘Up & Coming’

With under three years in their in-
dustries, the winners of the 2025 Up 
& Coming Business Person category 
as part of the Northern Nevada Busi-
ness Weekly’s annual Best in Business 
Contest are people to watch in the 
region. 

Taking first place is attorney Ian 
DeValliere from Mc-
Donald Carano LLP. 
Based in the Reno 
office, DeValliere 
is a member of the 
Tax Practice Group 
and Trust & Estates 
Practice Group. 

           Since 2021, he has also been 

serving as a coach for the High Sierra 
Youth Lacrosse Association and an 
assistant coach at Bishop Manogue 
Catholic High School. Ian is a proud 
Nevadan and was born and raised in 
Reno. 

He lives in Reno with his wife Kay-
la, a medical student at the University 
of Nevada, Reno, and their golden 
retriever, Donner.

Prior to law school, DeValliere 
served in the executive office of the 
President of the United States as a 
full-time executive assistant for the 
White House Domestic Policy Coun-
cil/Office of Public Liaison. 

He earned Bachelor of Business 
Administration in business economics 
and public policy from George Wash-
ington University, where he was cap-
tain of the men’s club lacrosse team.

The second place up and comer is 
Christian Reviglio, of Ferrari-Lund 
Real Estate. Reviglio is a sixth gener-
ation Nevadan. He has a background 
as a tax CPA and as a licensed Realtor. 
Reviglio and his wife, Samantha, are 
active supporters of organizations 

including the Boys & Girls Club of 
Truckee Meadows, 
Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters, the Truckee Ro-
deo, the Sara Club, 
the ATO Alumni 
Association, and the 
Reno Rodeo.

Learn more about 
him at christianrevi-
glio.com.

The third place 
up and comer is Zachary D. Besso. 
Besso is an attorney at McDonald 

Carano LLP. He is 
a fourth-generation 
Nevadan. In Sep-
tember 2024, Besso 
joined the Reno 
office of the law 
firm of McDonald 
Carano after serving 
for two years as a 
Judicial Law Clerk 
to the Honorable 

Larry R. Hicks in the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Nevada in 
Reno. He also served as a Judicial 

Law Clerk to the Honorable Miranda 
M. Du, then Chief District Court
Judge for the District of Nevada.

Besso’s exposure to business oc-
curred throughout his upbringing in 
a family that owns and operates one 
of the longest running privately held 
companies in Nevada. 

Besso earned a Juris Doctor 
degree from the William S. Boyd 
School of Law at the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas, a Master of Arts 
degree in Sport Management from 
the University of San Francisco, 
and a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Neuroscience from the University of 
Nevada, Reno.

Besso is a graduate of Bishop 
Manogue Catholic High School. He 
coached soccer at Bishop Manogue 
for five years and was twice voted the 
Nevada Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation’s Northern 4A Boys Soccer 
Coach of the Year. Prior to coaching, 
Besso played club soccer for the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno, and trained 
with a professional soccer team in 
Asia.
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Ian DeValliere He joined Mc-
          Donald Carano in 

2024 after earning a Juris Doctor 
from University of Notre Dame Law 
School. In addition to his full-time 
law practice, Ian is currently enrolled 
at New York University School of Law 
to earn a LL.M. (Master of Laws) in 
Taxation. 

Christian 
Reviglio

Zachary D. 
Besso

continues to serve as 
McDonald Carano’s lead 
representative. 

Bergin has been 
serving on the Board of 
Directors for the Boys 
& Girls Club of Truckee 
Meadows since 2004. 
Bergin received a Distin-
guished Service Award 
in recognition of his 
leadership in helping the 
Boys & Girls Club thrive 
and grow. Bergin’s more 
than 20 years of ongoing 
Board membership has 
overseen the expansion 
to 59 locations serving 
14,500 youth across 
seven counties. Bergin is 
particularly recognized 
for his inspirational 
leadership in developing, 
funding and building 
the Donald L. Carano 
Youth & Teen Club-
house in Reno and the 
William N. Pennington 
Youth & Teen facilities 
in Reno and Winnemuc-
ca. Bergin’s influential 
leadership in the busi-
ness community is also 
recognized by receiving 
the Skill, Integrity & Re-
sponsibility award from 
the Associated General 
Contractors of Nevada.

INFLUENTIAL
From page B17

MEETING
From page B15

nautical theme that year. A full day of 
downtown Reno events ended on the 
rooftop of the museum, where a si-
lent movie was showing, a functional 
teeter-totter wooden ship, and little 

kids dressed in wetsuits playing with 
a remote control car with a shark fin 
on top of it. My friends and I laid in 
beanbags eating free snow cones and 
taking in the scene. It appears the 
Nevada Museum of Art is still cap-
turing the imagination and creating 
magic for its visitors, continuing to 

cement its status as Northern Neva-
da’s Best Event/Meeting Venue. 

As far as what the museum’s 
goals are, Goodell replies, “We’re 
always growing our events. With 
the addition of the building, we’re 
able to offer more galleries to guests. 
Every year we try to push ourselves 

further, keep our reputation in the 
community and continue to be the 
best event space. 

“There’s always something go-
ing on in the building. It’s a space 
that captivates people. I’m spoiled 
because I see it every day, and it’s 
stunning.”
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|BEST IN BUSINESS|
McDonald Carano honors heritage with Nevada Day card

Nevada’s law firm since 
1949 showed its creativ-
ity and longevity to the 
Silver State with its recent 
Nevada Day Marketing 
Campaign. 

McDonald Carano LLP, 
founded in Reno in 1949, 
took home top honors in 
the 2025 Best Marketing 
Campaign as part of the 
Northern Nevada Business 
Weekly’s annual Best in 
Business Contest. 

“Our Nevada Day card 
initiative reflects our pride 
in and appreciation for our 
connection to our great 
state. We also celebrate 
Nevada Day because civic 

pride, community spirit, 
and public service are core 
values in our firm’s found-
ing and culture,” McDon-
ald Carano said in a release 
provided by Mark Buckov-
ich, the firm’s director of 
marketing. “The goal of our 
Nevada Day initiative is to 
honor Nevada, commemo-
rate our law firm’s Nevada 
heritage, and celebrate 
our unique position as 
a Nevada-only law firm. 
We are multigenerational 
Nevadans with deep ties 
to our great state, and we 
are proud to be an inde-
pendent, locally owned, 
full-service, statewide Ne-
vada law firm.”

The firm, which 

expanded to offices in Las 
Vegas and Carson City, cel-
ebrated its 75th anniversa-
ry in 2024. The firm serves 
Nevada’s legal, business, 
government, and civic 
communities.

“Our Nevada Day ini-
tiative is also designed to 
help deepen the sense of 
community that has built 
our state by reminding us 
of our unified strength, 
resourcefulness, and collec-
tive heritage. We celebrate 
Nevada Day because it 
commemorates Nevada’s 
admission to the Union 
and celebrates the people, 
places and culture that 
make Nevada special,” the 
release said.

Staff Report

McDonald Carano’s 2025 Nevada Day card was named the 2025 Best Marketing Campaign 
as part of the Northern Nevada Business Weekly’s annual Best in Business Contest.

COURTESY

Nevada Made 
Product	

Frey Ranch Whiskey
Blind Dog Coffee	
Stellar Snacks	

New Business (7/1/24-
6/30/25)	

Palisade Engineering	
Heavenly Junk Removal
Toro Bravo Mexican 

Steakhouse & Cevicheria	

Pet Friendly 
Business	

Mira Loma Ace Hardware
Renaissance Reno Downtown 

Hotel & Spa	 CoAuto	

Place for 
Business Lunch	

The Cheese Board 
Washoe Public House
Wild River Grille	

Small Business (Under 
30 employees)	

Haven Florals 
American Wealth Management
OneStudio D+A	3rd place tie
The Human Resource 

Connection (HRC Ltd.)	  3rd 
place tie

Staffing Agency	
The Applied Companies
Micone Staffing Resources
Sierra Executive Solutions, Inc.

Sub-Contractor	
NEWTRON
Savage and Son, Inc.	
Tahoe Fence Co., Inc.

Technology 
Company/Firm	

Dragonfly Energy	
Sierra Miles Group
Ormat Technologies, 

Inc.	

Title Company	
First Centennial Title	

Ticor Title Company of Nevada 
Stewart Title

Up & Coming 
Business Person 

(Under 3 years in indus-
try) 

Ian DeValliere, McDonald 
Carano LLP 

Christian Reviglio, Ferrari-Lund 
Real Estate

Zachary D. Besso, McDonald 
Carano LLP

WINNERS
From page B10
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2025 Best in Business Winners
Accounting Firm	

Albright & Associates, Ltd.
Barnard Vogler & Co.	
Eide Bailly	

Architecture Firm	
JKAE
Frame Architecture
OneStudio D+A	

Business Association	
NAIOP Northern Nevada
Economic Development Authority of 

Western Nevada
Builders Association of Northern Nevada

Commercial Developer	
Tolles Development
Panattoni Development Company 

– Nevada
McKenzie Properties Management, Inc.	

Commercial Property 
Management	

Tolles Management
Dickson Commercial Group
Cushman & Wakefield	

Commercial Real Estate 
Company	

Dickson Commercial Group	
Cushman & Wakefield
Street Commercial Real Estate

Construction Company	
Metcalf Builders, Inc.
NEWTRON
BLC Builders	

Engineering Firm	
JKAE
Westex Consulting Engineers
Palisade Engineering

Event/Meeting Space
Nevada Museum of Art	
Atlantis Casino Resort Spa	
Peppermill Resort Spa Casino

Family-Owned Business	
Novo Logistics
Haven Florals	
The Cheese Board

Financial Institution	
United Federal Credit Union
Greater Nevada Credit Union
Nevada State Bank

Financial Planner	
Jennifer Rogers Markwell, Platinum 

Wealth Management
Laif E Meidell, American Wealth 

Management
Reno Tahoe Wealth Management	

Hospital/Healthcare 
Provider	

Northern Nevada HOPES
Renown Regional Medical Center
Northern Nevada Medical Center

Influential Leader (10+ 
years in industry)	

Robert Armstrong, McDonald Carano LLP 
Matt Addison, McDonald Carano LLP 
Leo Bergin, McDonald Carano LLP

Law Firm	
McDonald Carano LLP 
Allison MacKenzie 
Amato Law Firm

Manufacturing/Logistics 
Company	

Novo Logistics
ITS Logistics	
Vineburg Machining Inc.	

	












KPS3
MNG Partners, Inc.
The Abbi Agency

Mortgage Company	
Gold Star Mortgage
United Federal Credit Union	
Guild Mortgage	

Most Philanthropic Company 
(Over 30 employees)	

	



Most Philanthropic Company 
(Under 30 employees)	

American Wealth Management
Kaia FIT Sierra
Mira Loma Ace Hardware	

WINNERS, B11
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R E N O   •   L A S  V E G A S   •   C A R S O N  C I T Y

www.mcdonaldcarano.com

Lawyers and government affairs 

professionals serving Nevada’s 

legal, business, government, and 

civic communities.

PROUD
NEVADANS 

• Tax
• Energy
• Gaming
• Litigation
• Real Estate
• Bankruptcy
• Employment
• Environment
• Construction
• Business Law
• Trusts & Estates
• Government Affairs




