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APPELLATE PRACTICE 
COMMERCIAL & COMPLEX LITIGATION PRACTICE 

Distinguished by Former Judicial Law Clerks, Externs, and Interns 

McDonald Carano’s Appellate Practice and Commercial & Complex Litigation Practice are 
distinguished by the numerous attorneys at our firm who served as law clerks at the Nevada 
Supreme Court, as well as law clerks, externs and interns at other state and federal courts.  

Attorney Office Clerkships, Externships, and Internships 
Sallie Armstrong 
Partner 

Reno Law Clerk to the Honorable Bertram Goldwater at the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Nevada, Reno 
Division. 

Karyna Armstrong 
Associate 

Las Vegas Legal Extern to the Honorable James C. Mahan of the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Nevada.  

Zach Besso 
Associate 

Reno Judicial Law Clerk to the Honorable Larry R. Hicks in 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Nevada, Reno. 
Judicial Law Clerk to the Honorable Miranda M. Du, 
Chief District Court Judge for the District of Nevada. 

Kelci Binau 
Associate 

Reno Legal Extern to the Honorable Chief Judge Beesley and 
the Honorable Judge Gregg W. Zive in the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Nevada in Reno. 

Cassin Brown 
Associate 

Reno Legal Extern to the Honorable Larry R. Hicks in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Nevada in Reno. 

Young Chang 
Associate 

Las Vegas Judicial Intern to Massachusetts Superior Court Judge 
Salim R. Tabit. 

James Chisel 
Associate 

Reno Legal Intern to the Honorable Barry L. Breslow and the 
Honorable Frances Doherty of the Second Judicial 
District Court of the State of Nevada in Reno. 

Jimmy Dahu 
Counsel 

Las Vegas 13 +years clerking, interning, and volunteering with 
bankruptcy courts in New York, Alabama, Rhode Island, 
and most recently Nevada, where he worked with Judge 
Laurel Davis/Babero, Judge Spraker, Judge Beesley, Judge 
Nakagawa, Judge Zive, and Judge Cox.  

Emily Dennis 
Associate 

Las Vegas Law Clerk to the Honorable Kristina Pickering of the 
Nevada Supreme Court. 

Jared Dixon 
Associate 

Las Vegas Judicial Intern to the Honorable Ryan D. Nelson in the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
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Emily Dubansky 
Counsel 
 

Reno Law Clerk to Judge Marvin J. Garbis of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Maryland and Judge Anthony 
W. Ishii of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of California. 

Jonah Gavish 
Associate 

Las Vegas Legal Extern to the Honorable Judge Bonnie A. Bulla of 
the Nevada Court of Appeals.  

John Fortin 
Associate 

Las Vegas Law Clerk to the Honorable Chief Justice James 
Hardesty of the Nevada Supreme Court.  

Kiley Harrison 
Associate 

Las Vegas Judicial Extern to the Honorable Andrew P. Gordon of 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Nevada, the 
Honorable Jennifer A. Dorsey of the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Nevada, and the Honorable Joanna S. 
Kishner of the Eighth Judicial District Court, Civil 
Division, in Las Vegas. 

Josh Hicks 
Partner 

Reno Law Clerk to the Nevada Supreme Court and the 
United States District Court for the District of Nevada. 

Thad Houston 
Counsel 
 

Reno Law Clerk for nearly seven years to the Honorable 
Miranda M. Du of the United States District Court for 
the District of Nevada, including serving as her Career 
Law Clerk during her term as Chief Judge from 
September 2019 to September 2024.  

Chelsea Latino 
Partner 

Reno Law Clerk to the Honorable Justice Mark Gibbons of 
the Nevada Supreme Court.   
Judicial Extern to the Honorable Judge Andrew Gordon 
of the U.S. District Court, District of Nevada. 

William Magrath II 
Partner 

Reno Law Clerk to the Honorable William N. Forman of 
Nevada’s Second Judicial District Court.  

Philip Mannelly 
Partner 

Reno Judicial Extern to the Honorable Larry R. Hicks at the 
United States District Court, District of Nevada. 

Cody Noble 
Partner 

Las Vegas Judicial Intern for the Utah Supreme Court. 

Zach Noland 
Associate 

Reno Law Clerk to the Honorable Ron Parraguirre of the 
Nevada Supreme Court. 
Law Clerk to the Honorable Michael Gibbons of the 
Nevada Court of Appeals. 
Judicial Extern to the Honorable Mitchell Dembin of the 
U.S. District Court, Southern District of California. 

Maggie O’Flaherty 
Associate 

Las Vegas Judicial Extern and Law Clerk to the Honorable James 
C. Mahan of the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Nevada. 

Michael Pagni 
Counsel 

Reno Law Clerk to the Honorable Melvin Brunetti, United 
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
Law Clerk to the Honorable Howard D. McKibben, 
former Chief Judge of the United States District Court 
for the District of Nevada.  
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Laena St-Jules 
Of Counsel 

Reno Law Clerk to Judge Paul A. Crotty of the United States 
District Court for the Southern District of New York. 

Jane Susskind 
Associate 

Reno Law Clerk to Nevada Supreme Court Justices Ron 
Parraguirre, Elissa Cadish, and Mark Gibbons.   
Judicial Extern to U.S. District Judge Gonzalo P. Curiel 
and U.S. Magistrate Judge Karen S. Crawford. 

Katrina Weil 
Associate 

Reno Law Clerk to the Honorable Justices Linda M. Bell and 
James W. Hardesty of the Nevada Supreme Court. 
Judicial Extern to Judge James C. Mahan of the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

Lisa Wiltshire 
Alstead 
Partner 

Reno Law Clerk to Judge Gregg W. Zive of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court in Reno. 
Judicial Extern to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Nevada.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McDonald Carano LLP (www.mcdonaldcarano.com) 
Reno Office: 100 West Liberty Street, Tenth Floor, Reno, NV 8950. P: 775.788.2000 

Las Vegas Office: 2300 West Sahara Ave., #1200, Las Vegas, NV 89102. P: 702.873.4100 
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