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1. Tell us a little about your personal background and interests, and why you chose the 

industry and career you are in.  
 
Competition. It is the most important common denominator to all aspects of my life. Being 
the middle child in a family of thirteen—six brothers, six sisters, six older, and six younger—
my competitive instincts were well-honed from an early age. As a competitor I am blessed 
that the law, and in particular litigation, chose me.  
 

2. When you meet someone for the first time, what is your personal elevator pitch? How do 
you introduce yourself and explain what it is you do for a career?  
 
I help businesses when they get in legal trouble, and I help them protect their rights and 
interests when other businesses infringe upon them. As a general rule, I try hard not to pick 
a fight on their behalf, but I never turn and run from one. 
 

3. What is one of your proudest career achievements?   
 
Every time that a client, new or existing, calls to say they need my help. That simple request 
is always my proudest moment. 
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4. What organizations do you support and why? Why do you think it’s important to be an 
active member of the community?  
The Nevada Military Support Alliance is my favorite organization. It was co-founded by my 
late husband after the first Nevada soldier lost his life during the Iraq and Afghanistan 
conflicts. As a retired Colonel he knew there was a delay from the military in the provision 
of death benefits, but that the families of the fallen soldier would still have mouths to feed, 
house payments to make, medicines to purchase, etc. He, along with Joe Brown, conceived 
of a fund that would pay an immediate death benefit to the families of every Nevada soldier 
who lost his or her life in military service to our Nation. Across time the needs of Nevada’s 
military families have changed and so too the mission of the NMSA to meet those needs. 
Today this organization sets the standard for other comparable organizations in other 
states, but Nevadans helping Nevadans still outshines and outpaces all others.  

 
In addition to my involvement in NMSA, the practice of law provides me with the important 
opportunity to help achieve another critical community and societal goal -- equal access to 
justice for deserving individuals and organizations. Through my pro bono legal work, my 
client list includes clients of a variety of community service organizations, such as the Office 
of Military Legal Assistance under the Attorney General’s Office, which is a pro bono service 
program that McDonald Carano helped create.  
 

5. What would you say is the most important issue facing Southern Nevada and how can you 
help to address it?  
The needs of our medical first responders, especially as we have seen through the 
protracted war we’ve fought with COVID, are not being acknowledged or met. These gallant 
warriors are often overlooked and taken for granted. As to offering some assistance in that 
effort, with other members of my firm, McDonald Carano LLP, we just finished  a trial 
representing three Nevada groups of emergency room healthcare providers adverse to the 
largest health insurance company in the world who had repeatedly and systematically 
underpaid these hard-working healthcare providers as the insurance company lined their 
own pocket and subjected their insureds to exposure for proper payment. We were 
successful in obtaining a $62.5 million judgment representing proper payment to these 
healthcare providers for the services they provided as frontline first responders to injured 
and ill members of our community.  
 

6. What has been the best advice you’ve received and how have you used it in your career?   
You are either liked or respected in the practice of law. Pick one, because you cannot be 
both and be successful as an attorney. 
 

7. What advice would you give young women just entering the workforce?   
See answer to 6. Second, do not be afraid to allow life to make some of your decisions for 
you—you cannot plan or anticipate everything. Be open to the joy that change brings, and 
do not allow sorrows to define you.  
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8. What goals have you set for yourself personally and professionally to accomplishment in 
the next 5-10 years?  
I recently remarried to an absolutely terrific and sophisticated man.  I vow to live in the 
moment and in every moment of this new-found love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

McDonald Carano LLP (www.mcdonaldcarano.com) 
Reno Office: 100 West Liberty Street, Tenth Floor, Reno, NV 8950, P: 775.788.2000 

Las Vegas Office: 2300 West Sahara Avenue, Suite 1200, Las Vegas, NV 89102, P: 702.873.4100 

 

http://www.mcdonaldcarano.com/

