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The Lady Behind the Label

Meritas’ Women’s Leadership Congress is a diverse and vibrant collective of lawyers
from around the globe. In The Lady Behind the Label series, we celebrate the
professional and personal sides of our members.

Meet: Kelci S. Binau

Attorney
McDonald Carano LLP
Reno, Nevada, USA

RIGHT: On a hot air balloon ride at Reno’s annual
hot air balloon races (my first ever ride - in a
gaming client’s hot air balloon).

About Kelci:

| CHOSE THE LEGAL PROFESSION BECAUSE?

Since middle school, | thought about becoming a lawyer. | liked
to argue, and my parents told me | should go to law school.
During law school, | knew the legal profession was the right fit for
me because | realized that the practice of law provides not only
for a great career but also an avenue to make a difference in
people’s lives.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT BEING A LAWYER?

| like being a lawyer because | enjoy intellectual challenges,
constant learning, exploring new issues and working closely with
clients and colleagues. | like taking something complicated,
breaking it down and successfully navigating people through
what otherwise may be a difficult or unpleasant situation or
challenge in their professional or personal lives.

WHAT HAS BEEN A MAJOR CAREER HIGHLIGHT?

Joining McDonald Carano and being asked to join the gaming
practice group. Both the firm and the gaming group have
supported me and the development of my career. My
involvement in McDonald Carano committees has provided me
with two career leadership highlights - serving as Vice Chair of
the Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee and Vice Chair of the
Associates Committee. Another major career highlight comes
from Global Gaming Women (GGW), a nonprofit organization
focused on uplifting and supporting women in the gaming
industry. | am honored to have been asked and to serve as
GGW'’s General Counsel. Perhaps the greatest career highlight
has been giving back to GGW by serving as a moderator of a
Lean-In Circle that provides mentoring, networking, and
professional development assistance to women in in the gaming
industry.

WHAT MY COLLEAGUES MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT ME...

Two quotes | try to live by are from my favorite movie, Auntie
Mame - “Live, live, livel Life is a banquet, and you've got a front-
row seat!” and “Leave a little sparkle, a little kindness, and a little
joy wherever you go.” The journey of life does not look the same
for everyone. | enjoy bringing joy to people’s lives and sharing,
learning from and getting to know others.

WHEN I'M NOT WORKING, MY HOBBIES ARE?

| have been practicing pilates for approximately 2 years, now. |
do my best to go to classes daily. After years of talking about
wanting to learn to golf, | recently signed up for lessons and love
the extra time | get to spend outdoors. | also love to cook and
boat.

MY FAVORITE MOVIE OF ALL TIME AND WHY?

Auntie Mame. It was one of my grandma'’s favorite movies and
she and | watched it together, often. Every time | watch it, | am
reminded of fond memories of spending time with my late
grandma.

SOMETHING ON MY BUCKET LIST IS...

| would love to take a trip around the world and travel more. |
love to explore new places, try new cuisines and meet new
people.

IF THERE WAS A LABEL TO DESCRIBE ME, | WOULD LIKE IT TO
BE...
Sincere



