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Newly Released 
Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Report

By Mackenzie Warren

MANY 
STUDIES 
ARE 
MANDATED 

by the Nevada Legislature 
each session. Very few 
are packed with as bold 
of policies as the ones 
outlined in the Nevada 
Division of Environmental 
Protection’s newly-released 
report on statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 Senate Bill 254 was the 
impetus behind the report, 
tasking the Department 
of Conservation and 
Natural Resources to craft 
an ambitious carbon 
reduction plan. The 
potential decarbonization 
playbook is demanding.  
 And now that the 
report is out – Nevada 
businesses and residents 
should gear up for a 
changing world over the 
next several decades. 
Or at least consider 
carpooling before driving 
to work solo becomes 
more expensive than ever. 
(Harsher penalties geared 
at discouraging personal 
vehicles is just one of the 
myriad of suggestions 

explored in the report.)
 Notably, without 
action by the Legislature 
or Gov. Steve Sisolak, the 
report lacks any teeth. But 
Sisolak has hardly been 
bashful about his plans to 
be bold when it comes to 
Nevada’s carbon reduction 
policies. Look no further 
than Sisolak’s decision to 
commit Nevada to the U.S. 
Climate Alliance, aimed at 
advancing the goals of the 
Paris Agreement to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by at least 26 to 28 percent 
below 2005 levels by 2025.
 SB 254 sets forth 
economy wide 
greenhouse gas reduction 
goals of 28 percent below 
2005 levels by 2025 – 45 
percent below 2005 levels 
by 2030 – and zero or 
near-zero emissions by 
2050. The latest report 
highlights that Nevada 
is on track to reduce 
economy-wide GHG 
emissions by 24-percent 
below 2005 levels in 2025 
and just 26-percent below 
2005 levels in 2030. This 
shortfall means that in 
order for the State to meet 

its objectives, policy action 
is coming.
 Yet, the political 
path to reach these lofty 
goals will be winding. 
Proponents can expect 
fierce opposition from 
numerous industries. At 
least under the current 
policy proposals, perhaps 
no industry will experience 
the most watershed 
change than the 
transportation industry. 
 The report 
predicts that through 
2030, transportation 
emissions will make up 
the largest chunk of 
emissions. It also targets 
industry greenhouse 
gas emissions as the 
most rapidly increasing 
emissions source. The 
report recommends that 
managing emissions 
from these two sectors 
– transportation and 
industry – should take 
priority. 
 The recommendations 
range from increasing fuel 
taxes to reduce single-
occupant vehicle use or 
personal vehicle usage to 
exploring the adoption of 

a statewide transportation 
“demand management 
program.” Such a program 
would require Nevada’s 
larger employers to 
actively participate 
in cutting down the 
number of vehicle travel 
and road trips created 
by their businesses. If 
implemented, the ripple 
effect would be felt by 
retailers and really any 
business with sizable 
fleets, those that require 
frequent shipping or 
demand numerous vehicle 
trips.  
 On the more 
aggressive end of the 
political spectrum, the 
report also explores 
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the adoption of a 
California-style vehicle 
emission standard, which 
encompasses low and zero 
emission vehicle standards. 
Such a shift could drive up 
the cost of a new car and 
in turn, keep the older and 
less efficient vehicles on 
Nevada’s roads for longer. 
 Policy changes to 
parking make up several 
recommendations, 
including pricing strategies 
that lower parking costs 
for those that carpool 
or vanpool to make ride 
sharing more attractive 
and economical. The 

report pushes the 
exploration of other modes 
of high occupancy vehicle 
travel and, also suggests 
greater incentives for the 
inclusion of electric vehicle 
charging infrastructures. 
 The report proposes 
moving away from natural 
gas as a viable path toward 
decarbonization, which 
eventually would directly 
impact gas-powered 
stoves and heating units 
that are commonplace 
in commercial and 
residential properties. 
Additionally, the report 
recommends commercial 

and residential properties 
implement a timeline for 
the adoption of energy 
efficient appliances and 
encourages industry 
exploration of energy 
efficient ways to light and 
heat facilities or to run 
equipment.
 The work toward 
reaching a goal of zero 
carbon emissions by 
2050 will undoubtedly 
intensify at the 2021 
Nevada Legislature. And 
while this report is a 
substantive precursor 
of what is to come, the 
ultimate mechanisms and 

policy debate as to how 
the State gets us there, 
remains. Combatting 
climate change will take 
creativity and sacrifice. 
One thing is certain – the 
road to decarbonization 
will demand a robust 
debate from stakeholders 
and State agencies. Buckle 
up. It will be a long and 
bumpy ride to 2050. ■
 Mackenzie Warren is an 
attorney and Vice President of 
McDonald Carano’s Las Vegas 
Government Affairs & Advocacy 
Group.  Mackenzie has litigation 
and entitlement experience with 
the bulk of her practice focused on 
developing practical legislative and 
administrative strategies for clients.

many as 4000 people who 
would no longer qualify for 
benefits. 
 To address this 
change, the agencies 
and advocates in Nevada 
embarked on educating 
the recipients by putting 
out notifications to 
make them aware of the 
changes. This helped to 
keep some recipients from 
losing their benefits. 
 “Through the food 
banks, through mass 
mailings, social media and 
contact with the Retail 
Association of Nevada, 
we were able to notify 
every Nevadan that was 
impacted in Washoe 

County,” according to 
Robert Thompson, the 
deputy administrator for 
the division who oversees 
SNAP. “We are following 
that exact same frame now 
for the rest of Nevada.”
 Nevada now has 
a working group that 
includes two food banks, 
the Food Bank of Northern 
Nevada and Three Square 
Food Bank, state agencies 
and private entities that 
assist in helping to address 
hunger in our state. RAN is 
involved in these meetings 
and will be representing 
the grocery industry. As 
a result, the grocers have 
been able to assist area 

food banks by supplying 
millions of pounds of food 
that would otherwise be 
disposed of but is still 
edible. 
 RAN would like to 
recognize Steve Fisher, 
Administrator with 
Nevada Division 
of Welfare and 
Supportive Services, 
and Laura Urban, Food 
Security and Wellness 
Manager with Nevada 
Department of Health 
and Human Services for 
the work they have done 
within their respective 
agencies to address not 
only this issue but other 
“hunger” issues in in 

Nevada. 
 We recognize the work 
that the local food banks 
have done in Nevada 
to supply the citizens 
in Nevada with another 
alternative to address the 
hunger issues in our state. ■
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