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PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 
Mackenzie Warren, a practicing attorney and Vice President of the McDonald Carano 
Government Affairs & Advocacy group, pairs her background as an investigative 
journalist with her passion for local and state government to foster creative solutions 
for clients.  Based in the firm’s Las Vegas office, Mackenzie focuses on developing 
practical legislative and administrative strategies while helping clients navigate Nevada’s 
political landscape.

As a native and proud Nevadan, Mackenzie understands the evolving policy needs 
of the state. Through her close relationships with elected officials and staff at every 
layer of state and local government, Mackenzie is able to connect with key decision 
makers and forge relationships for clients aimed at driving productive conversations, 
ultimately reaching sound policy resolutions. At the core of Mackenzie’s government 
affairs practice is her reputation for integrity and professionalism.

Her journalistic experience has allowed Mackenzie to take a unique approach in 
her role as both attorney and lobbyist.  She began her career as a two-time Emmy 
nominated television news anchor and reporter for the NBC affiliate in Las Vegas and 
Reno, where she covered every corner of the state, including Clark County and several 
local municipalities during the Great Recession and Nevada’s hard-fought recovery.  
Mackenzie served as the station’s investigative reporter and capitol correspondent 
covering the Nevada Legislature in both the 2011 and 2013 legislative sessions.

Mackenzie’s legal career began in litigation before evolving into her current government 
affairs practice.  She has litigated before the Nevada Supreme Court, the United States 
District Court for the District of Nevada and the Eighth Judicial District Court, Clark 
County Nevada – Civil and Family Division. Mackenzie also dedicates a portion of 
her practice to pro bono legal services.  She is actively involved with the Children’s 
Attorneys Project through the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada, where she 
represents abused and neglected children who are placed in foster care.  Mackenzie 
donated more than 200 hours of free legal work in 2018, and is a member of the 100 
Pro Bono Hours Club Award.

Mackenzie graduated from the UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law, where she 
served as Notes Editor of the Nevada Law Journal, and active member of the Boyd 
School of Law Society of Advocates (Moot Court Team). Mackenzie was nominated 
by her law school peers to give the commencement speech alongside former 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid.  She held clerkships with the Clark County 
Public Defender’s Office and Justice Elissa F. Cadish of the Nevada Supreme Court.

Offices
LAS VEGAS
2300 West Sahara Avenue, Suite 1200
Las Vegas, NV 89102
P: 702.873.4100    F: 702.873.9966

RENO
100 West Liberty Street, Tenth Floor
Reno, NV 89501
P: 775.788.2000    F: 775.788.2020

mcdonaldcarano.com




