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l A W  L I B R A R Y /  P R O  B O N O  C O R N E R M I L L E N N I A L  M I N U T E
By Kelci Binau, McDonald Carano

Annual Anniversary - You did it!
Lawyer in the Library Volunteers

Thank you to all our August Lawyer 
in the Library volunteers!  If you are not 
one already, please consider becoming a 
Lawyer in the Library volunteer.  Thanks 
to the efforts of our volunteers, each year 
our program assists over a thousand self-
represented litigants in our community.  
We hold family law and general law 
programs each week, and the probate 
program on the third Wednesday of 
the month.  Volunteers in bold have 
volunteered more than once this year.  

Please contact Emily Reed at emily.
reed@washoecourts.us or (775) 325-
6625 if you would like to volunteer or 
for further information regarding the 
Lawyer in the Library program.

Elizabeth J. Bassett
Elizabeth M. Bittner
Danielle Christenson

Joe Gorman
Scott H. Husbands
Bronagh M. Kelly

Jeremy J. Nork
Michael V. Roth

John M. Samberg
Madelyn Shipman
Gary R. Silverman

Sandra A. Unsworth
Jill K. Whitbeck

New Items at the Washoe 
County Law Library

Please come down and check out 
our new materials:

•	 The Military Divorce 
Handbook: A Practical Guide 
to Representing Military 
Personnel and their Families, 
vs. 1 & 2, 2019 edition, 
(Mark E. Sullivan).

•	 Black’s Law Dictionary, 
11thedition, (Bryan A. Garner, 
editor in chief ). 

Legal Assistance Beyond the 
Law Library

Back in April of this year, the Washoe 
County Law Library began an outreach 
program with the goal of bringing legal 
assistance to an underserved population 
in our community.  We partnered 
with Eddy House, Northern Nevada’s 
central intake and assessment facility for 
homeless and at-risk youth, to provide 
legal education to the youth that utilize 
the facility.  Similar to our Lawyer in the 
Library program, volunteer attorneys 
donate their time and expertise to 
provide legal information to teens and 
young adults that may otherwise not 
have access to help regarding their legal 
situations.

However, unlike Lawyer in the 
Library, the attorney and the law library 
staff take the program out of the library 
and straight to the youth at the Eddy 
House.  We meet informally, roundtable-
style, in a place the youth already feel 
comfortable. The monthly program we 
call LAW (Legal Assistance Workshop) 
is still in its infancy, but interest and 
popularity is growing by the month.  
We have already had an amazing group 
of volunteers:  Zelalem Bogale, Douglas 
Nicholson, Leah Wigren and Jason 
Guinasso, to date.

Eddy House was founded in 2011 
by Lynette Eddy, who had purchased 
a home in downtown Reno to provide 
a safe environment to youth who have 
aged out of the foster care program 
and subsequently, found themselves 
homeless.  Eddy House provides safety, 
care, and comfort to homeless at-
risk youth ranging in age from 12-24 
years old, and serves approximately 60 
youth per day.  In addition to the LAW 
program, Eddy House provides the 
kids with various workshops and other 
services including:  yoga & meditation, 
food stamps sign-up, use of laptops, 
mental health counseling, physical & 
dental health checkups, clothing, Friday 
night family dinners, snacks, showers, 
employment & resume assistance, and 

many more.  We could not be more 
honored to help with the mission of the 
founder, Lynette, to work with homeless 
and at-risk youth to develop life and 
job skills necessary for sustainable 
independence. 

If you would like more information 
on Eddy House you can find it at http://
eddyhouse.org/ and if you would like 
to volunteer for LAW please contact 
Elizabeth Beadle at Elizabeth.Beadle@
washoecourts.us or call (775) 328-3251.
By: Sarah Bates and Elizabeth Beadle

For many law school graduates, 
August/September marks the 

anniversary of the beginning of our 
career; our first job as an associate, or 
rather, an “Associate, Pending Admission 
to the State Bar of Nevada.”  Reflecting 
back on your first year as an associate 
doubtlessly unearths a multitude of 
emotions.  There is a good chance as 
a new associate you were overcome by 
the excitement of beginning your new 
profession and let’s face it, no more finals.  
You most likely experienced fear of the 
unknown, confusion by office politics 
and frustration, as you realized that law 
school was a mere introduction to the tip 
of the iceberg.

Our first year in the legal profession, 
many of us celebrated passing our first 
bar and consoled those of us who did 
not.  A number of us found the strength 
to re-attempt the same bar or venture 
out to attempt a new state bar.  We 
began our first job at the law firm of 
our choice, the law firm that made an 
offer, or perhaps, as a law clerk for a 
judge.  Some of us were let go within our 
first year and mustered the courage to 
venture out in a pressed suit to conquer 
another round of interviews.

As my one-year anniversary as an 
associate quickly approaches, my mind 
has noticeably begun to reflect upon my 
past year.  I began the last year as a mere, 
hopeful bar taker and I will finish it, a 
licensed attorney.  I feel honored and 
grateful to be where I am in life, but also 
greatly humbled by the recognition that 
this is only the beginning.  

While my juris doctorate is behind 
me, the stimulating journey has just 
begun.  I have thoroughly enjoyed 
the clients, attorneys, assistants and 
other professionals I have met over 
the past year.  I have experienced the 
enlightenment and thought-provoking 
conversation, as well as an awareness 

of the unknown that new projects and 
issues invariably give rise to.

During my recent time of reflection, 
I was blessed to have been granted the 
time to discuss and compare my past 
year with others who have taken similar 
paths.  Recent conversations have made 
me realize that we, new attorneys, are 
not alone in our journeys.  Whether you 
speak with a judge, partner, or senior 
associate, we all began our journey 
in the same place, straight out of law 
school and eager to participate yet full 
of questions.  Our occasional feelings of 
self-doubt and anxiety are not unique to 
us and do not mean that we are failures 
or not cut out to be attorneys.  A senior 
partner once told me, the moment you 
stop doubting yourself and become 
too self-assured is when you need to be 
careful.

For those who recently entered 
the legal field, my “tip of the iceberg” 
comment will likely hit home.  While 
law school introduced and exercised 
our research and analytical skills, one 
can hardly say that transitioning from a 
black cap and gown to a suit and heels, 
equates to job preparedness.

It is ok to have self-doubt, to question 
your analysis, or spend time reviewing a 
redline of your recently drafted contract 
or pleading.  The learning curve of 
the practice of law is real, and, as one 
partner recently assured me, will forever 
be present.  It is ok that you do not 
immediately know the answer to a 
client’s issue, and more often than not, 
there will not be an immediate answer.  
The practice of law will forever evolve; 
however, your comfort level, acceptance 
of the unknown and familiarity with the 
process will continue to grow.

Where are you now?  Did your career 
follow the path you thought it would or 
did it veer down a dirt road and take 
a few turns to find a paved surface?  

Are you at the same law firm or court 
where you began, or have you journeyed 
through a few different locations?  Are 
you practicing law in the area you 
thought you would, a different area, or 
no longer practicing?  Take a moment to 
reflect on your first few years in the legal 
profession.

New associates, the next time you 
have the chance to speak with a partner 
or judge, ask about their first few years as 
an attorney and what their journeys were 
like.  Partners, the next time you talk to 
a new associate, ask them how they are 
finding the practice of law and whether 
they would like to discuss any questions 
or concerns.  I guarantee, whichever 
category you fall into, the party on the 
receiving side of the question will be 
grateful for the inquiry.

Kelci Binauy is 
an Associate with 
McDonald Carano 
in the firm's Business 
Entities & Transactions 
and Real Estate & Land 
Use practice groups.

of the formula for child support running 
backward in time? Does it create a claim 
for reimbursement of costs actually 
incurred? We do not know. In the recent 
case I mentioned, the parties settled. 
Few people are willing to go through 
the years of litigation necessary to make 
law. (Understandably, it is difficult to 
persuade someone to spend their money 
and time in the interest of certainty 
“for those who follow.”) So, because 
no justiciable controversy remains, the 
matter is not amenable to appellate 
review,1 and the uncertainty continues.

Family Law Continued

1Applebaum v. Applebaum, 97 Nev. 11, 12, 
621 P.2d 1110, 1110 (1981) (“Appellant’s 
counsel, at oral argument, admitted that the 
entire amount awarded in the 1978 judg-
ment is now due and owing to the respon-
dent. For this reason, we need not address 
the merits of this appeal. This court will 
not render advisory opinions on moot or 
abstract questions. Decisions may be ren-
dered only where actual controversies exist.”)  

Alexander Morey served as the Honorable Judge 
Deborah Schumacher’s law 
clerk from 2008 through 
2010 before entering private 
practice with Silverman, 
Kattelman, Springgate Chtd. 
where he practices family 
law.

WCBA is grateful to C&H Couriers 
for  helping in the delivery of the bar 

directories this year!
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